
State of South Africa’s 
Software Developer Nation



SOFTWARE IS EATING THE WORLD



PEOPLE ARE THE FOUNDATION OF SOFTWARE





SHOULD I BE A SOFTWARE 
DEVELOPER IN SOUTH AFRICA?



FACTORS WHEN CHOOSING A NEW JOB

SA

Company culture

Professional Growth Opportunities

Flexi-hours

Tech stack

Diversity
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From Hackerrank
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FACTORS WHEN CHOOSING A NEW JOB

GLOBAL

Professional growth & learning 

Work-life balance

Interesting problems to solve

Flexibility

Company culture
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FEEL RESPECTED & VALUED AT 
THEIR WORKPLACE



FEEL THEY HAVE GROWTH POTENTIAL 
AT THEIR CURRENT WORKPLACE



COMPENSATION



SOME OF THE TOP EARNING PROFESSIONS IN SA

● Actuaries 

● Medical Specialists

● Lawyers

● Engineers

● Pilots 

● Software developers

From Career24, CareerJunction



SOME OF THE TOP EARNING PROFESSIONS IN SA

● Actuaries  - Degree

● Medical Specialists - Degree

● Lawyers - Degree

● Engineers - Degree

● Pilots - Licence

● Software developers - no degree!



DEVELOPER SALARIES WITH DEGREE



DEVELOPER SALARIES WITH DEGREE vs NO DEGREE



LOOKING ABROAD



ACTIVELY LOOKING TO MOVE 
ABROAD



Earning potential1

OPEN TO INTERNATIONAL 
OPPORTUNITIES



AVERAGE DEVELOPER SALARY



AVERAGE DEVELOPER SALARY AFTER TAX



SPENDING POWER AT AVERAGE SALARY

From Numbeo



SPENDING POWER ACROSS THE WORLD

From Stack Overflow



MY STORY











SHOULD I BE A SOFTWARE DEVELOPER IN 
SOUTH AFRICA?



SHOULD I BE A SOFTWARE DEVELOPER IN SOUTH AFRICA?

The data is telling us that it’s a pretty great place to be:

● Culture - 4 out of 5 devs feel respected and valued in the workplace

● Earning potential - SA devs have the 2nd highest spending power in the world

● Impact -  ?



Check out full report on OfferZen.com and 
come chat to me afterwards!



Questions?


